
Mike Harris  -  A  man for all seasons, but particularly that relating to football 
	
	All Clubs have to deal with the loss of their most loyal and dedicated members but the Grim Reaper has not been kind to the Old Wilsonians over the past few years 
	Over 20 years ago, it was certainly in the 20th century,  Ian Forbes inaugurated the ‘Past Presidents lunch’ where all former Presidents of the Association  met for a meal and a drink……particularly the latter. The occasion also raised a lot of money for the Club – that was always Ian’s main motivation – and one of the ways he extracted ‘a tenner’ from us all – it was always ‘a tenner’ – was by running a book on  as to whom of us would die first 
	(Cannot remember exactly how it worked – the money would have been of little use to ‘the winner’ so have to conclude that ALL of the proceeds went to the OWA) 
	This went on for a few years after which Ian became frustrated that none of us had died, and concerned that none of us would cough up our £10,  he changed the rules and we had to predict which famous person would no longer  be with us 12 months later at the time of the next lunch 
	Sadly, six Presidents have died since that first lunch – including Ian Forbes – the latest being Mike Harris, who died on April 20th 
	Both Jamie Parkinson and Alex Forbes have subsequently written wise and heartfelt words on the Football Club’s third  Life President and if you have not already done so then I advise you to read what they had to say but,  and briefly, the gist is as follows 
	Jamie writes about how proud Mike was of the Club, particularly when the 1st Xl won, and then retained, the AFA Cup and equally when we were able to put out a 10th Xl, and  his Corinthian spirit, whilst Alex highlights Mike’s kindness, the importance he put on socialising with both the opposition and the referee after games, and reminds us that the Junior Football Club have a team named after him 
	Both, and independently, also highlight his aversion to players warming up in the goal-mouth and sneaking kit bags into the Clubhouse 
	Bob Bevan has also written about ‘The Mexican’, as he was known, although the epithet of ‘Rolf’ is probably one that he should no longer be associated with 
	According to Mike’s own records he played 119 games for the Club, scoring 40 goals – dodgy knees cut short his playing career - but everyone knows that it is what he did off the field that makes him such a great Old Wilsonian and a  man to whom we will be eternally grateful 
	He was secretary for longer than anyone can remember, succeeding George Croucher to whom he was assistant and someone Mike admired greatly,  and was so proud when we won the League’s Hospitality Cup, an ambition  also  close to George’s heart 
	As secretary Mike claimed that he had/needed to play at home every week, and took a lot of stick for that 
“But think of all the washing-up I have to do” was his rejoinder 
	However, he was not averse to making other sides travel when they were without a fixture and invariably informed the skipper involved: 
“I’ve got you a friendly -   an away fixture at Mill Hill”  
(I’m convinced he had an arrangement with their fixtures secretary) 
	Mike worked in a fruit and vegetable market which necessitated him getting up early in the morning, so insisted that no-one called him after 9-00 p.m. 
“I’ll do a deal with you,” he explained, “I won’t call you at 4-00 a.m. if you do not call me after 9-00 p.m” 
	He drove an open top truck for many years – it contained a lot of room for fruit and vegetables – and was a life-long Charlton supporter, but it was always the OWs who came first and,  as a consequence, watched them only occasionally, and invariably  at  mid-week evening games 
	As a Palace supporter I recall such a fixture and, having parked my car about a mile from Selhurst Park, became aware of said truck hurtling past me  along Croydon Rd  
	In 1988 he convinced me to help him compile a history of the Football Club to celebrate its centenary – it’s probably about time this was updated. 
	He also helped those in other clubs to compile similar histories as this email to Malcolm Whitehead, who compiles a weekly newsletter for  members of GOALS, (‘Golden Oldies Alcoholic Lunches’ and of which Mike was a member)  illustrates: 
	'I feel extremely saddened to learn the news of Mike's sudden death. 
For me he was not simply a friend. He was additionally a wonderful authority when it came to demonstrating ways in which to research archive material, especially with regard to Alexandra Park Football Club.  May he rest in peace’
	When I became editor of the Football newsletter he attempted to sell the position to me by saying “It is the sort of job that someone only does for a couple of years” but I never got round to telling him years later - many years later -  that this was somewhat of an under-estimation 
	He used to ‘phone me every Sunday afternoon  and dictate his weekly column which always had something to say, whether it be detailing the fortunes of the various sides, reminding players to pay their subs, promoting fund-raising activities or emphasising the importance of removing the corner flags after games 
	But there is one thing you could always guarantee – every word was intended to promote the OWFC and ensure it progressed 
	Although the Football Club was his passion he also played cricket for the OWs with enthusiasm rather than skill and was a committed fielder, saving many a run, and was the sort of guy who would help you out at the last moment if you were short, the sort of man he admired in the Football Club and, in his later days, could invariably be seen at the Club supporting our cricket teams in the summer – he just could not stay away from Hayes on Saturday afternoons  
	Mike was initially reluctant to become President of the Association but was eventually persuaded to do so. One of his reservations was that the position involved speaking at the Annual Dinner, something he was reluctant to do, which is interesting as Geoff Robinson claims that it was Mike’s inspiring speech at the Leavers’ Supper - an event held at the Club to persuade the current crop of leavers to join the Association  - that convinced Geoff to do so 
	On becoming OWA President he said he wanted all sections of the Club to come together and inter-act far more than that had done in the past,  and it is a blessing that he lived to see this happen, with  so many members now  playing a multitude of sports and the football, cricket and tennis clubs all having  junior sections to secure the long term future of the Club he loved and served with such distinction 
	Our immediate thoughts are with Lillian and the rest of the Harris family and I am confident that they all know how much Mike meant to the Club and vice versa and hope that this will be of some comfort to them at this difficult time 
	So the unique Mike Harris has gone but he will not be forgotten, and this does not mean that you can now warm-up in the goal-mouth or take your kit bag into the Clubhouse,  for to do so would be an insult to his memory 	
		



